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ECON 1100-R09: Basic Macroeconomics 
 

Fordham University 

Department of Economics 

Fall 2020 

 

Class Hours: Tuesday, Friday 8:30 am -9:45 am  Instructor: Chunyu Qu (cqu9@fordham.edu) 

Classroom: Tuesday 10:00 am – 12:00 pm  Office Hours: By appointment 

 
 

Course Description 

This course introduces students to the fundamentals of macroeconomics. Topics progress from the underpinnings 

of economic thinking with supply and demand analysis to understanding economic data, growth, the basics of the 

financial and monetary system, and aggregate fluctuations in the economy. By the end of the course, students are 

expected to have a solid understanding of basic economic concepts including GDP, inflation, and unemployment 

etc., and be able to explain some macroeconomic phenomena with models learned in class. 
 

Required Textbook 

Mankiw, N. Gregory. Principles of Macroeconomics, 7th edition. Cengage Learning (2012).  
 

Optional Textbook 

Mankiw, N. Gregory. Study Guide: Principles of Macroeconomics, 7th edition. Prepared by David R. Hakes. 

Cengage Learning (2012). 
 

Grading 

Students' semester grade will be based on 9 quizzes, one midterm and a cumulative final. All Quizzes and exams 

are going to be close book. Quizzes are given at the beginning of the class every Friday, which includes 10 

multiple choices. They are good proxies for what the exams will be looking like. Dates for the exams will be 

announced as the semester progress. All quizzes and exam questions will be multiple choices. Grade weight will 

be assigned as: 

 

Quizzes (9 in total, 8 counted)                                                   30% 

Midterm (TBD) 30% 

Final (TBD) 30% 

Homework 10% 

Extra Credit 6% 

    
 

Throughout the semester, I would suggest all of you work on building a solid foundation on Economics basics, 

as well as focusing on some specific topics you are interested in.  Don’t worry too much about the score itself ☺ 
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Missed exams and quizzes 

 Please come to your quizzes and exams on time. If you have to miss a certain quiz/exam, you must contact your 

instructor ahead of time and discuss time for a makeup one. 
 

Class Policy 

1. Academic Integrity: Cheating, plagiarism or academic dishonesty of any sort will not be tolerated. 

Students caught cheating on exams and quizzes will receive zero credit for the quiz or exam. A second 

infraction will result in failure of the course. Please make yourself familiar with the University's policy 

on academic dishonesty (http://legacy.fordham.edu/undergraduateacademicintegrity).   
 

2. Cell phones and Electronics: Please respect your classmates and instructor, and mute your phones in 

class when going online. During exams and quizzes there will be a strict no electronics policy (no cell 

phones, tablets or computers).  
 

3. Disability Policy: Under the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973, all students, with or without disabilities, are entitled to equal access to the 

programs and activities of Fordham University. If you believe that you have a disability that may 

interfere with your ability to participate in the activities, coursework, or assessment of the object of this 

course, you may be entitled to accommodations. Please schedule a meeting to speak with someone at the 

Office of Disability Services (Rose Hill - O’Hare Hall, Lower Level, x0655). Information from the 

Office of Disability Services can be found at: http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services 
 

4. Sexual Harassment will not be tolerated inside or outside the classroom. Please report any sexual 

misconduct to University staff. You can familiarize yourself with the University's policies at: 

http://www.fordham.edu/info/21366/policies/2719/sexual_misconduct_policies_and_grievance_proc
edures/2 

 
5. Other: Please be aware of the University's grading policy 

(http://216.230.117.32/section8/section97/section1669/index.html)  
and availability of health services (http://www.fordham.edu/info/20021/health_services) 

 

Course Outline 

The following topics are going to be introduced in our lecture: 

Chapter 1: Ten Principles of Economics 

Chapter 2: Thinking like an Economist 

Chapter 4: The Market Forces of Supply and Demand 

Chapter 10: Measuring a Nation's Income 

Chapter 11: Measuring the Cost of Living 

Chapter 12: Production and Growth 

http://legacy.fordham.edu/undergraduateacademicintegrity
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21366/policies/2719/sexual_misconduct_policies_and_grievance_procedures/2
http://www.fordham.edu/info/21366/policies/2719/sexual_misconduct_policies_and_grievance_procedures/2
http://216.230.117.32/section8/section97/section1669/index.html
http://www.fordham.edu/info/20021/health_services
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Chapter 13: Saving, Investment, and the Financial System 

Chapter 14: The Basic Tools of Finance 

Chapter 15: Unemployment 

Chapter 16: The Monetary System 

Chapter 17: Money Growth and Inflation 

Chapter 20: Aggregate Demand and Aggregate Supply 

Chapter 21: The Influence of Monetary and Fiscal Policy on Aggregate Demand 

Chapter 22: The Short-Run Trade-off between Inflation and Unemployment 

 

Additional Topics (as time permits) 

Solow model and Solow-Swan Model 

Capital Asset Pricing Model (CAPM), Black Scholes model (introduction) 

Brief overview of Game Theory 
 

Textbook Resources (Message from the Economics Department) 

Cengage has an offer whereby students can obtain five of their books in digital format as well as all of the 

supporting online material by purchasing one ISBN number for 4 months, 12 months, or 24 months.  Cengage 

publishes Mankiw's textbook for both Basic Micro and Basic Macro as well as the Weiers' textbook for Statistics 

I and Statistical Decision Making.  For an additional $8.99 per book, the student could elect to rent a hard copy 

of the textbook. 

 
Gabelli students are required to take Basic Macro, Basic Micro, and Statistics I during their freshman year.  Using 

one ISBN will save students a significant amount of money.   

 
Freshmen Gabelli students will most likely take Basic Macro, Basic Micro, Stats I and Statistical Decision Making 

in their first three semesters.  These students should take the 24 month option with the ISBN is 9780357700051 

and costs $239.99. 

 
Freshmen or Sophomore FC students who may become Economic or IPE majors and  plan to take Basic Macro 

and Basic Micro in their freshman year along with the two Statistics classes in their sophomore year, the 24 month 

option with the ISBN is 9780357700051 for $239.99. 

 
For FC students who plan to take just one Economics class as a social science requirement and go no further, then 

the one semester (4 month duration) option would be a better choice.  The ISBN is 9780357700037 and costs 

$119.99. 

 

There is a third option, a 12 month choice which will cost $179.99 and the ISBN is 9780357700044.  Sophomores 

who may already have taken the Basic Macro and Micro, but still have to take the two statistics classes this may 

be the better option. 


